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1, Before the way balimcnaiiuy Torlin-iederschdnovel(s, wis ona of the mest important 
giants of the German pebash products trust, Keli-Chemie, A.G., ond 
housed the head offices of the combine. The plant . ‘ 
waa very both demaged br air raids in 1944 and by shelling in 3945, and 
during the letter stages af the advance of the ited Army, the moin of fi.ces 
were transferred to Sehnde Nannover. Since the pliant itself was in very. 
poor condition, practically no cismantling was done by tne Ttussians. ch wae 
net, however, totally destroyed. 


Barly in 195 the power plant was put in ordey,and it was found that “he 
sulphuric acid plant could be saved by sacrificing other saris. As 2 conso~ 
quence, C00 tons of sulphur trioxide (SCz) per month could be produced. Be= 
cause of difficulties encountered in Berlin, stocks of pyrites were trans~ 
ferred to other plants which were already producing. Jn early 196, however y 
production wee begun with a six months’ stockpile of supplies available. Daring 
the suceeeding years the plant continued to operate under verious difficulties, 
which could only have been overcome by complete reconstruction, particularly of the 
washer colwars, the foundations of which had been badly dumaged by outflowing 
acids. The riginal capacity of the plant amounted to 1,500 tons of 303 per 
month, of which 1,000 tons cowld be produced as fuming suipmeic acid with 

up to 27 ner cent absorbed free SOy. By sacrivicing cculpment for the 
production of fuming sulphuric acid,such as absorbing columrs, an average monthly 
production of S00 tene of S03 was mintained. with short intorynis for ccopoirs, 
until 19h8. 
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After 1918 the standard of repair work wac reisad, makine 14 possible 

to put the contaci, ovens in order and charge thea with new vanadium catalysts 
from Wolfen. As a result production steadily rose and at present 

averages 1,000 tons of SCy per month in the foru of 96 per cent sulphuric acid. 
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hk. The sulphuric acid plant ig at proscnt in a similiar condition to 

nost of the “lante in the DOR. The plant suffers most from continucus sergor- 

nel changes among its chemical cngincers, most of whom reve gene to the West. — 

The ongincer now in charge, Dr. Rattey, is not technically well-versed in Bie 
contact systeu. Ne originally worked in the fertilizer branch and later in 

he acid redenption section of explosive plants. Tt dons not seam likely that 

he willl bo able toe promote the production of 503 much bevead its present canaci 

ty even should he receive better support than his predecessors received 79 obtaining 
equipment. 
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In addition to sulphur trioxide, the only other important item produced by 
Kali-Chenie, Berlin-Niederschtnewelde, is potassium ferricyanide, production 
of which is dependent on delivery of potassium cyanide from Piesteritz. The 
production of potassium ferricyanide seldom averages more than 0-50 tons 
monthly, and most of that goes to Filmfabrik Wolfen. 
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